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A 19 year old male was subjected to splenectomy for portal hypertension and failed 
to recover from unconsciousness due to temporary cardiac arrest during anesthesia. 
Bilateral cervical sympathectomy and aortic coarctation formation were performed 56 
and 109 days after the initial operation respectively. 
The aortic coarctation was made by applying a 4 cm long 
around the thoracic aorta just above the diaphragm. 
artificial Teflon graft 
The pre-and postcoarctation blood pressures were 100/60 mm Hg and 107 /60 mm Hg 
on the ulnar artery, and 115/60 mm Hg and 70/50 mm Hg on the femoral artery. 
In 23 days after the splenectomy, the pressures were 180/110 mm Hg on the former 
artery and 120/100 mm Hg on the later. He deteriorated further to the state of coma 
and expired on the 205 th day following splenectomy. 
Autopsy revealed the brain to be edematous with thin atrophic cortex. Histologically, 
degeneration of nerve cells and caryolysis of nucleuses were observed. 
The diameter of the coarctated aorta was 50% of its preoperative measurement. 
In experimental animals, cerebral blood flow and oxygen tension did not increase 
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